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intro

The M4 Sherman (Medium Tank, M4) was the primary battle tank used by the United States and other Allies in World War Il. It was the second most produced
tank of the Second World War, only surpassed by the Soviet T-34.

The M4 Sherman evolved from the M3 Medium Tank (Lee / Grant). It retained much of the previous mechanical design, but added the first American main 75 mm
gun mounted on a fully traversing turret, with a gyrostabilizer enabling the crew to fire with reasonable accuracy while the tank was on the move. The M4 entered
serial production in February 1942 and played a very important role in most offensives by the Western Allies, starting in late 1942.

The M4 Sherman was widely used by the Allied forces in North Africa, Europe and the Pacific.

When the M4 tank arrived in North Africa in 1942, it was clearly superior to both the German Pz.Kpfw. Ill medium tank armed with a 50 mm gun, and the early
versions of the Pz.Kpfw. IV armed with the short barreled 75 mm gun.

But Germany developed heavier tanks and by 1944, the M4 Sherman were outclassed by the Pz.Kpfw. V Panther tank. The Tiger | and the later Tiger Il heavy
tanks were clearly superior to the Sherman and M4 tanks suffered high casualties against their heavier armor and powerful 88 mm L/56 and L/71 cannon.

The relative ease of production allowed huge numbers of the M4 to be produced. Many battle-damaged and malfunctioning tanks were recovered, repaired and
returned to service. By contrast, German panzer divisions were rarely at full strength.These factors gave the Americans numerical superiority in most battles.

In the Pacific Theater, the M4 was used against Japanese forces with significate success. In battles with much lighter Japanese tanks with weaker armor and
guns, the Sherman's superiority was overwhelming.

The Sherman was finally replaced by the post-war tanks developed from the M26. Various original and updated versions of the Sherman saw combat in many
later conflicts, including the Korean War, Arab-Israeli Wars, and the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965.

Almost 50,000 vehicles were produced, and its chassis also served as the basis for many armored vehicles including tank destroyers and self-propelled artillery.
Huge numbers of Sherman were distributed to the Allies, including the British Commonwealth and the Soviet Union, in the lend-lease program.

The tank was named after the American Civil War General William Tecumseh Sherman.

uvodem

M4 Sherman (oficialni nazev Stredni tank M4) byl béhem 2. svétové valky pouzivan tankovymi jednotkami Spojenych statl a jejich spojencu. Byl druhym
nejpocetnéjsim tankem vyrabénym v obdobi 2. svétové valky, predstihl jej jen Sovétsky svaz s typem T-34.

Sherman ma své koreny v tanku M3 (Lee / Grant), pfevzal z néj fadu technickych feSeni. Nové vSak byla zkonstruovana oto¢na véz s 75mm kanonem,
vybavenym gyroskopem umozriujicim pfesnou stielbu i kdyz byl tank v pohybu. Toto Ffe$eni bylo v historii americkych tankd pouZito poprvé. Sériova vyroba M4
zacala v unoru 1942 a po€inaje podzimem téhoz roku tank hral vyzna¢nou roli ve vétsiné spojeneckych ofenziv.

M4 Sherman byl Spojenci nasazovan ve velkych poctech v severni Africe, na evropském bojisti i v Pacifiku.

Béhem nasazeni v Africe v roce 1942 zcela jasné prevy$oval svymi vykony oba nejrozsifenéjsi némecké tanky, Pz.Kpfw. Il s 50mm kanonem a rané verze

Pz.Kpfw. IV vyzbrojené 75mm kanonem s kratkou hlavni.

Tézké, silné pancéfované tanky Tiger | a nejnové;jsi Tiger Il s 88mm kanony pak mély jednoznaénou pfevahu a Shermany utrpély znacné ztraty.

Relativné snadna vyroba umozriovala rozsahlou produkci. Mnoho poskozenych ¢i porouchanych tankl proslo opravarenskymi dilnami a navratilo se k bojovym
jednotkédm. Na druhou stranu némecké obrnéné divize mély jen malokdy naplnéné pocetni stavy.Tyto faktory pak davaly Ameri¢anim pocetni pfevahu nad
protivnikem.

V Pacifiku byl M4 pouzivan proti japonskym ozbrojenym silam. V bojich proti lehéim japonskym tankim, s méné vykonnymi kanony a slab$im pancérovanim
mely obrovskou prevahu.

Po vélce byly Shermany nahrazeny typy vyvinutymi z tanku M26. V riznych verzich a modifikacich se vSak zucastnily fady valek a konfliktd, véetné Korejské
valky, arabsko —izraelskych ¢iindicko — pakistanskych konfliktd, a bojovaly prakticky az do konce 20. stoleti.

Vyroba nakonec dala témér 50 000 vozidel v§ech verzi a podvozek poslouzil pro vznik fady obrnénych vozidel véetné stihacu tank( a samohybnych dél. Velké
pocty vozidel putovaly v ramci programu Lend — Lease ke spojenciim, zejména do statd Commonwealthu a do Sovétského svazu.

Bojové jméno dostal tank M4 po znamé osobnosti valky Severu proti Jihu, kterou byl general William Tecumseh Sherman.

D 13th Armored Regiment, 1st Armored Di on, Anzio, Italy, March 1944
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Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of reach of small children.
Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.
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A 66th Armored Regiment, 2nd Armored Division, June 1944

This Sherman was another tank that participated in the landings at Omaha Beach shortly after D-day. It was equipped with fenders during pre-D-day
manouvers that took place in England. The white star was painted on both sides of the turret during the manouvers. Hellcat wore typical olive green
camouflage paint.

Také tento Sherman se vylodil na plazi Omaha kratce po dni,,D*. Pfed invazi do Evropy se zU¢astnil ve Velké Britanii vojenského cvi¢eni, béhem néhoz mél
namontovany blatniky. Ty se v§ak zanasely blatem a byly ¢asto posadkami tank(i odstrariovany. Béhem cviceni také mél na obou stranach véze namalovany
bilé hvézdy. Tank nese pro Shermany typickou kamuflaz tvofenou olivové zelenym natérem.

H13

HELLCAT

USA 3016307 HELLCAT




B 5th Army, Italy, Summer 1944

This Sherman was camouflaged with yellow and olive green paint established for the Sicily landings (Operation Husky, July/August, 1943). This paint was
still present on the tank in August, 1944 when it fought in Italy. The exact operator of the tank is not known but the tactical number 1*6 separated by the star was
used by 5th Army tank units.

Kamuflazni natér tvofeny Zlutymi a olivové zelenymi plochami nesly Shermany G€astnici se v Iété 1943 operace Husky, vylodéni na Sicilii. Tento tank jej
nesljeste vroce 1944 v bojich v Italii. Utvar, do néjz tank patfil, neni znam, taktické oznaceni s hvézdou mezi €islicemi nesly stroje 5th Army.
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C 3rd Batalion, 66th Armored Regiment, 2nd Armored Division, Normandy, June 1944

In 1944, the 66th went into action on the European front and landed on Normandy’s beaches on June 9th. This Sherman was a part of the landing forces and
was equipped with the deep wading kit during the landing only. The kit was removed from the tank shortly thereafter. A week later, the 66th, as a part of the
2nd Armored Division, decisively defeated the German 6th Fallschirmregiment and the 17th SS Panzergrenadier Division in The battle of Bloody Gulch near
Carentan, France.

66. Armored Regiment se na evropském valcisti dostal poprvé do boje, kdyz se 9. Eervna 1944 vylodil na plazi Omaha v Normandii. Tento Sherman mél pfi

vylodéni namontovany Deep Wading Kit, tedy brodici nastavce. Ty v8ak byly kratce poté demontovany. O tyden pozdéji se Regiment zapojil pobliz
francouzského Carentanu do Bitvy o krvavou rokli, kdy se utkali s némeckymi jednotkami, 6. Fallschirmregimentem a 17. SS Panzergrenadierdivision.
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D 13th Armored Regiment, 1st Armored Division, Anzio, Italy, March 1944

This tank took partin the Allied landing in Anzio, Italy, in 1944. The 1st Armored Division followed the camouflage patterns suggested in FM-5-20B and added
an irregular pattern of earth red over olive green. The white counter-shading was painted on the underside of the gun barrel and sponsons. The white star
on the front was deemed to be an aiming point forenemy gunners and was overpainted. Two blue bands / stripes were the platoon marking.

Tento tank se zucastnil spojeneckého vylodéni u italského Anzia. 1st Armored Division se fidila pfedpisem FM-5-20B, jenz pfedepisoval nanést na olivové
zeleny natér tanku nepravidelna pole zemité Cervené a natfit bilou barvou spodni ¢ast hlavné kanonu a podbé&hy korby. Bila hvézda na €elnim pancifi byl
odstranéna, protoze predstavovala zamérny bod pro nepratelské stielce. Dvojice modrych prouzkl je oznacenim Cety, do niz byl tank zarazen.
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